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were armed at that time with, the hundred-ton gun. The meeh-
for handling this ordnance seemed complete, though it
was noticeably slow in operation, while the tc jim-eracks " em-
ployed for interior communication during an action would have
been put out of commission in the first fifteen minutes of battle
under the concentrated rapid gun-fire of quick-firing guns of
two swift protected cruisers. Such was the opinion of the Balti-
more's officers. The admiral commanding, as well as the cap-
tains and officers of the fleet in port, extended every courtesy
and afforded every opportunity for minute and complete in-
spection of these great ships, which were in admirably good
order.

This great arsenal was strongly defended by fortifications
of great power, well located, and, when supplemented by a well-
planned torpedo defense, supported by interior ships, would
present a barrier to the entrance of an attacking fleet that would
be almost impassable, except with the greatest sacrifice of both
ships and men to attacking squadrons.

On the afternoon of December 18th the Baltimore sailed for
Ville Pranche, where she arrived the morning following. Her
arrival gave great pleasure to the officials and citizens of the
town, where, in former years, a large storehouse for the Ameri-
can squadron had been located as a sort of headquarters. The
traditional friendship of the two nations constituted a bond of
interest and sympathy between the two peoples that gave zest
to the welcome extended to the officers in the round of dinners,
dances and receptions extended to them. The winter season on
the Riviera, being rather mild, attracts people from the harsher
climate of northern Europe, who bask there in the sunshine and
softer breezes of the Mediterranean. One meets all nationalities
and all classes, from prince to peasant, and hears the languages
of the world spoken along the thoroughfares of Nice, Monaco and
Mentone- There is, perhaps, no region of the world where
Nature has been so lavish in distributing her beauties, nor where
the hand and taste of man have been more generous in augment-
ing the loveliness of nature by the superb creations of his genius
in the homes and palaces stretching along the shores and hills
of this enchanting winter resort. Hospitality rules and reigns
everywhere, and to any one who has enjoyed it a memory isederich, then in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
